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Horses for
| courses,,

! Prince Harry

IT'S a sport I:mePrince
Harry and blllionaires
over.

But polo ia not just for the posh,
says Irish farmer Robert Hogg.

The aptly named pig farmer set up
his own club 80 he could play the §
warld's moat excingive sport on the
cheap.

Rohert, 42, chukkered the pigs off
two of his flelds to make room for a
polo pitch, where he plays with his

combination of hurling and the Ben
Hur race - only without the chariots.

The strict rules are designed for
safety —~ both the ponies' and players’,
“Riding-off” ia one of the most
thrilling manoevres, as two players
put their horses' shoulders together
mates and his son, Charlie, 13, ; and fight for the ball. One of the worst

And while 1t’s snout Hke Cowdray H - it - - fouls is cutiing straight across
Park, Cirencester, or the Al Ireland ] - ‘ Glving o bit of another horse.

Polo Club in Dublin's Phoenix Park, stick...Pclo is o gome With just four players on each
& it P e B > ;- odored by the gentry e A tat e e o

It might make some People ' : : - ; and pig farmers alike Three, who has to do the most
chukkal, and some would say ; ; e defending and passing. Useally & pro

player takes this position - which is
where Robert's fit young farm-hands
come in handy.

Robert says the game is just as
thrilling down on his farm as it ig in
posh polo clubs: “We're not playing
at the same level bat if you just want
a bit of excitement, it's great.”

It's glamorous too  in a way that
beantiful beasts and fit men always
are,

But, unlike the glitzy events in the
Phoenix Park, these matches are
strictly casual affairs. Punters are
| more likely to turn up in big jumpers
| and wellies than cocktail dresses and
Christian Louboutins.

Robert says it was easy to set up:
“All I needed was a bit of land - which
Ihave — and the ponies. You can pay
10-15 grand for a high-goal [top-class]
polo pony but we're not playing it at
that level.”

A typlcal pony, fully-trained and
ready to play, costs €5,000 — though
you can get them raw for €1.000,
Robert points out.

Robert’s rash-er than most
pig-farmers - but he dosa it in sty-le.

Barbecues on the pg-farm farm are
now a bit posher than you would
expect — less bubble-and-squeak,
more bubbles.

But modest Robert ia not one
to hog the limelight and insista
“It's not posh definitely not on
my farm.”

He got a-rind the planning
laws to rezone his land from
agricultural to recreational use
and build a clubhounse.

His club is one of several which
have been popping up in farmers’
flelds ail over the country. The
others incinde Polo Wickiow - where
Robert got his first lesson in 2001.

“I only took it ap becauss I conldn’t
go hunting”, says Robert, who is a
member of Wexford's Island Hunt.,
*“There was an outhreak of foot-and-
month disease at the time go the hunt
had to be called off. I love horses and
really missed the hant, so I
thought I'd try out polo.

“I've played s lot of ! . | £ Like all polo ponies, they have their
sports but I had never done i = . g manes shaven 80 they won't catch in
like that. It's ¥ - : i ;e - y f E ! the sticks. But, unlike the other

just a great sport.” ¥ animals on Robert’'s farm, no
After that, he took more '# trotters are allowed — polo ponies

have to go straight fromastop toa
canter.

Tc play a proper tournament,
jeach of the four playvers on a team
neads at least three ponies so they

lessons from top
international coach Major
Hugh Dawnay, whorans a
polo school at his
home, Whitfield

Court in 4 can rest in hetween chuklkas,

Wateriord — and | Robert has got 12 fully-trained
is - 3 v fn J = ponies on his land - just enoulgh for
mentioned in , T wanted to Eplay a team of four - but they don't play

Jiily Cooper's
racy novel,
Polo.

big tournaments anyway. “We just
it in my own The club has = playchukkasand amall matches. It's

backyard. We had attracted a re for fan than lsa.”
gular or more anything else.
no club in Wexford To pay for the ponies, staff and

the sport too, he says. —~

Robert ] crowd, who come to see the daring

never got as = & E%‘sgﬁgg €168 polo-players leaning out of their club-house, Robert has opened an
B far as playing g0," he o saddles at a gallop to swipe the ball. official club — and anyone can join,
B it at the All Andgow-helg’ 90 The exciting sport, which was 8ays Robert

Ireland Polo the plg’s back”. originally played by bandits and Members pay an annual fee of €600

Club in the They have turned intoa proper game by British plus a joining fee of €1,000 but if you.
[ Phoenix matches three days  Army officers in India, is one of the just want to play chuiias (segments
"B Park - but he a week, 35 adult playing fastest ball games in the world. of a match), you can become a
i waa sow hooked that members — and 10 young While they are called ponies, the ‘'‘chukks member” for just €450,

he got together a
team of his friends
and they travelled

players aged 12-21. animals are taller these days and are But students can join for €250.
And while the sport isas mostly small, light horses with bigz  People who just want to try it ont
macho a8 the Marlboro bums - perfect for fast turns and can take an hour's lesson from the

the country, Polo mint, Man, they have even got sudden stape. Argie pros for €50 - or a course of 10
lgolayineén gsmall Robert Hogg six women to take it up. _ With the ponies'galloping at more for 6:408.

Hobert's flancee Margaret, than 35 miles an hour and the ball  Apd, while Robert simply wants to
O'Leary ia a keen fan of being whacked even faster, a3 players pay for the sport he lovea, it could
jostle for position, it is like a gomeday make him a mint.

But Robert pgot
boar-ed travelling.




