Daily Mall, Friday, March 10, 2006

OPENING TIMES

Monday to Wednesday 9am - 8pm,
Thursday and Friday 9am - 9pm,
Saturday 9am - 6pm,
Sunday 1pm - 6pm.

BOUCHER ROAD

BELFAST

) 028 9068 7472

Your Beifast store
very easy to find

Just 2 minutes from the M1
{(near B&Q)

YOU SIMPLY
CAN'T BUY
BETTER

At least £250 off every
sofa and corner group
in the Spring Collection

4 Years Free Credit

Everything Free
for a Year

The Leading
Upholstery Specialist
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E TO DUBLIN

By Geraldine Comiskey

IT’S a name that conjures up

magnificent images of Battle of

Britain bravery, of young pilots
taking on the Luftwaffe from
their cockpits with pictures
of their sweethearts in their
pockets.

Now many people will be pleased
to know that the old warhorse is
still in fighting form - even if in an
unexpected setting.

For an original Spitfire yesterday
made a return visit to the Irish Air
Corps base at Baldonnel, Dublin,
which had been its home for a few years
after World War IL

Even without its fearsome guns, th.—
fire Number 161 - one of only five left in
the world in airworthy condition -
looked ready for action.

Performing loops and rolls, its pro-
peller snarling, it thrilled the crowds
who were at the Air Corps headquar-
ters to see three cadets receive heir

wings.
1t was as if the grandfather of war-
planes wanted to show these rookies
how it was done in the tough old days.
‘It was great to see 1t was still in per-
fect working order after gll those years,'
said an Air Corps spokesman.
Number 181 was bought by the Alr
Corps just after the war and incredibly,
served until 1960 as a training craft.
Among those who turned up at Bal-
donnel to welcome the plane back was
former Air Corps pllot Pat
O'Callaghan, who flew it when it wasin
active service. But, although the plane

Remembering The Few: As beautiful as the day she first flew, Spitfire 161 goes through her paces for the crowds
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Oh jaby: Spltfire 161 comes to

may not have seen co abat in the war, it
has had its share of trdgedy. Two pilots
died when it crashed in 2000.

However, in homage to its happier
days at ‘Baldonnel, British owners,
Duxford Historlc ing Limited, had
palnted if in the Irish Air Corps colours
and reinstated its oldserial number.

The man who sponspred its return to
frish soil was CityJet chief executive
Geoff White.

The six, two-seater Spitfires pur-
chased by the Irish Corps, were a
rarity even for their tifne, as most of the

lanes were single-geaters, designed

or pilots who already knew how to fly.

Spitfire No 161 is now talking pride of
place in the Baldo museum,

The most famous Spitfire pilot
was Dublin-born Win Commander
Brendan ‘Paddy’ Finucene who
clocked up 32 kills before dying in anti-
aircraft fire.

£x-Alr Corps Spitfire pilot pat 0’Callaghan
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